Duality between Innocence and Experience
4b.
William Blake’s “The Tiger” operates similarly to other poems in the Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience. The tiger is addressed as not purely 'innocent,' and hence Blake’s intention is to offer the readers’ the opportunity to question what it implies for one to be deemed as experienced or innocent, and the provision of the opportunity for growth upon the realization that the concepts are not as dichotomous as they may appear.
In the first and second lines, it is evident that the speaker has been observing the tiger and had desires to have a better understanding of it. It expresses that the tiger, "burning bright, through the night (Blake, lines 1-2). On the other hand, the speaker questions, “what immortal hand or eye could frame thy fearful symmetry?” (Blake, Lines 3-4). This statement shows that the speaker is keen to acquire the knowledge they lack but believes the beast might be in possession. This implies that the tiger is experienced as there’s some element of power that is unknown to the speaker. 
In the Chimney Sweeper, the poem expresses a story about a youthful chimney sweeper who encounters a visit from an angel, and his dreams are reassured. However, on the other hand, in regard to innocence, the poem depicts a life of cruelty from society from a child's perspective. Within this poem, society, life, and poetry are intertwined as realized from the fine line that shows that the speaker was very young when the mother dies. It, therefore, shows both hope and cruelty simultaneously to show innocence and experience as an element of duality within the poem.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Works Cited
Blake, William. Songs of Innocence and of Experience. Vol. 5. Princeton University Press, 1994.

